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CHAPTER XXIII
THE PHILIPPINE ISL\\DS
THIS big group occupies such an important po ition in
the north Pacific that it calls for more special treat
ment Situated between 5 and 22 north of the equator it
comprises a rich and unde\ eloped area capable of producing
e\er\ tropical commodity and for this reason is of special
importance to the "Lnited States under -which it has been
go\erned since the war \\ith Spam in 1899 Secondh it is
an under populated area containing about lo 000 000 people
lying close to Japan China and India containing about
850000000 Again its position \\ith respect to Japan
China and Australia gives it a high strategic importance
The racial and religious mixture which is found in the group
makes it one of the areas of ferment in the Pacific Lastly
the growth of Filipino nationalism has gi\en rise to demands
for complete self go\ernment and for these and other
reasons the Philippines had become a highh important
region long before they became a focal area of the war in
the Pacific
The Philippines ha\e considerable mineral wealth Gold
mining is actively carried on in Luzon and Masbate
chromite silver lead iron ore sulphur mercury and coal
deposits are known and copper is widelv distributed These
deposits are unde\ eloped because transport facilities are still
lacking
The 7 000 islands and islets of the group co\er a total area
of about 114000 square miles a little less than the area of
the British Isles larger than Arizona and smaller than Call
fornia    Only about one third of these islands however are
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